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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  AND  HONOURABLE, 


THE  LORDS,  VERY  REVEREND  PRINCIPAL, 

AND  GENTLEMEN, 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  COURT,  GLASGOW. 

My  Lords,  very  Reverend  Principal,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  offer  myself  as  a  Candidate 
for  the  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  now  vacant  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Glasgow ;  and,  in  evidence  of  my  fitness  for  the  office 
named,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  few  following 
Testimonials,  as  well  as  to  my  published  works,  copies  of  which 
I  have  already  done  myself  the  honour  to  send  you. 

May  I  add,  in  reference  to  these  works,  that  I  trust  they 
make  plain  this  fact,  that,  if  honoured  by  election,  I  should  not 
sacrifice  the  old  to  tlie  new,  but  should  simply  seek  to  quicken 
— if  I  may  be  allowed  to  speak  so — the  fixedness  that  is  natural 
to  the  one  by  the  fiux  that  is  equally  natural  to  the  other,  and 
thereby  temper  both  ? 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

My  Lords,  very  Reverend  Principal,  and  Gentlemen, 
Y^our  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

J.  H.  STIRLING. 


Edinburgh,  May  7,  1866, 
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TESTIMONIALS. 


I. 

Fi  'om  De.  Christian  Augustus  Brandis,  Privy  Councillor  to 
the  King  of  Prussia ;  Ordinary  Professor  of  Philosophy  at 
the  University  of  Bonn,  etc.  etc.  etc. 

I  HAVE  made  myself  sufficiently  acquainted  with  Mr.  Stirling’s 
very  able  introduction  to  Hegel’s  philosophy,  to  see  clearly  from 
it  that  he  possesses  that  sort  of  information  and  ability  in  a 
very  high  degree,  which  would  enable  him  to  fill,  with  credit  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  the  students,  a  chair  of  Moral  Philo¬ 
sophy  and  Metaphysics  such  as  that  now  vacant  in  Glasgow. 

CH.  A.  BEANDIS. 

Bonn,  oQfJi  April  1866. 


IT. 

From,  The  PtEVEREND  James  Mitchell,  M.A.,  Minister  of  the 

First  Charge  of  South  Leith. 

I  HAVE  much  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  the  very 
high  qualifications  possessed  by  Mr.  Stirling  for  the  discharge 
of  all  the  duties  devolving  on  a  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy. 
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His  attainments  in  mental  science  need  no  certificate.  His 
published  works  are  a  sufficient  testimony  to  these,  and  have 
been  acknowledged  as  such  by  all  thinkers  both  in  Britain  and 
in  Germany.  I  may  be  allowed  to  certify,  however,  from  very 
intimate  acquaintance  with  him  as  a  member  of  my  congrega¬ 
tion,  that  I  know  no  man  who  combines  so  thoroughly  inde¬ 
pendence  of  thought  and  freedom  in  speculation  with  profound 
reverence  for  the  Word  of  God.  His  writings  constitute  a 
noble  protest  against  Materialism  and  prevailing  Eationalisni  ; 
and  his  influence  over  the  students  would,  I  am  persuaded,  be 
of  the  most  healthy  and  salutary  character. 

JAMES  MITCHELL,  M.A. 

The  Manse,  South  Leith, 

‘l^th  April  1866. 


HI. 

From  Thomas  Carlyle,  Esq.,  Lord  Rector  of  the  University  of 

Edinburgh. 

I  HAVE  been  acquainted  more  or  less  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Stirling, 
for  a  good  many  years ;  have  read  some  writings  of  his,  heard 
much  of  him  from  common  friends,  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
conversing  with  him  now  and  then  on  various  subjects  : — and 
can  clearly  testify  that  I  have  always  esteemed  hun  a  man  of 
sound  moral  character  ;  of  acute,  penetrating,  and  exact  intellect, 
capable  of  great  labour,  and  directed  towards  earnest  and  man¬ 
ful  pursuits.  His  great  work  on  Hegel  I  have  not  found  time 
to  read;  but  hear  it  spoken  of  by  the  best  judges  as  the  re- 
markablest  Book  we  yet  have  on  those  abstruse  subjects.  If  it 
is  considered  desirable  that  Glasgow  University  should  have  in 
it  some  real  knowledge  of  what  modern  German  Philosophy  is 
and  signifies  (what  is  yet  an  unknown  quantity  to  all  Britisli 
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Universities),  here,  I  slionld  say,  is  the  man  of  men  for  tliat 
object.  And  in  any  sense  of  the  term  Moral  Philosophy,  my 
judgment  further  would  be,  that  here  surely  is  a  man  likelier 
than  most,  by  the  qualities  he  has,  and  the  course  of  studies^he 
has  gone  through,  and  is  still  strenuously  prosecuting. 

T.  CAP  LYLE. 

ScoTSBRio  (for  Chelsea),  ]8i5/i  April,  1866. 


IV. 

From  A.  C.  Ekasee,  M.A.,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics 

m  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

University  of  Edinburgh, 
April  23,  1866. 

I  HAVE  enjoyed  repeated  personal  intercourse  with  Mr.  J.  H. 
Stirling,  in  the  course  of  this  and  last  year,  and  have  been 
much  impressed  by  his  intellectual  strength,  courage,  activity, 
and  power  of  origination  in  all  the  philosophical  questions — 
these  are  not  a  few— which  we  have  discussed  in  conversa¬ 
tion.  His  great  book  on  Hegel  speaks  for  itself,  as  a  work  of 
philosophical  genius,  which  has  secured  for  its  author  the  re¬ 
spect  of  the  very  small  number  of  persons  who  are  fit  to  give 
judgment,  whether  they  agree  with  him  or  not.  It  places  him, 
with  their  consent,  among  the  foremost  of  those  now  living  and 
writing  the  English  language,  who  are  qualified  to  expound 
critically  the  later  forms  of  German  thought.  I  know  no  one 
among  us  more  able  to  discharge  this  special  function,  or  to 
interpret  the  higher  German  to  the  higher  British  intelligence 
in  questions  of  metaphysical  philosophy. 


A.  0.  EEASEE. 
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Y. 

From  David  Masson,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  English 
Literature  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

3,  Rosebery  Crescent, 
Edinburgh,  April  23,  1866. 

It  is  now  about  a  year  since  tliere  came  into  my  liands  Mr. 
James  H.  Stirling’s  work,  entitled  The  Secret  of  Hegel.  The 
author  was  then  utterly  unknown  to  me.  The  impression  which 
the  book  made  upon  me,  however,  was  such  that  for  several 
weeks  I  kept  thinking  of  it,  and  wondering  who  its  author 
was,  where  he  was,  and  what  might  have  been  his  ante¬ 
cedents.  He  seemed  to  me,  on  the  evidence  of  the  book,  to 
be  a  man  of  unusual  mental  strength,  unusually  nurtured, — 
probably  unique  in  this  country  for  the  intimacy  of  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  Kant  and  Hegel,  and  whatever  of  German  speculation 
lies  between  the  two  ;  certainly  with  a  force  of  character 
enabling  him  to  criticise  and  elect  or  reject  for  himself  amid 
all  this  knowledge  ;  and  master  of  a  style  of  writing  energetic, 
rich,  and  impassioned  beyond  what  has  been  common  in  recent 
philosophical  literature,  and  calculated  at  once  to  flash  the  con¬ 
ceptions  he  had  in  his  mind  with  unusual  vividness  upon  the 
minds  of  his  readers,  and  to  rouse  interest  in  these  conceptions 
(whether  it  were  of  agreement  or  of  dissent)  to  the  utmost  degree 
of  heat.  Altogether,  the  book  seemed  to  me — not  the  less 
because  I  differed  strongly  from  some  of  its  judgments — one 
of  the  most  remarkable  and  instructive  of  its  kind  I  had  ever 
met  with.  Since  then  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  becoming 
acquainted  personally  with  Mr.  Stirling,  and  have  had  several 
opportunities  of  conversation  with  him.  I  have  found  him,  in 
conversation,  singularly  clear,  pointed,  and  ready  on  his  own 
subjects,  and  at  the  same  time  free,  varied,  considerate,  and 
courteous.  As  my  knowledge  of  some  of  the  other  candidates 
for  the  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  now  vacant  in  the  University 
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of  Glasgow  is  by  no  iiieans  equal  to  tliat  which  I  have  of  Mr. 
Stirling,  I  am  not  entitled  to  say  more,  in  that  connexion,  tlian 
that  I  believe  his  claims  are  such  as  to  deserve  the  most  careful 
comparative  weighing.  Whether  in  that  post  or  not,  I  am  sure 
that  his  future,  if  he  should  continue  as  he  has  begun,  will  l)e 
one  of  large  and  peculiar  mark  in  the  speculative  philosophy  of 
this  country. 

DAVID  MASSOK 


VI. 

From  Geoege  Heney  Lewes,  Esq.,  of  ‘  The  Biographical 

History  of  Philosophy’  etc.  etc. 

The  Priory,  21,  North  Bank,  Regent’s  Park, 
2Qt]L  April  186G. 

I  HAVE  no  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Stirling  which 
could  lead  me  to  form  an  opinion  of  his  qualifications  as  a 
Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
expressing  my  admiration  of  his  powers  exhibited  in  the 
‘  Secret  of  Hegel,’  and  the  book  on  ‘  Sir  W.  Hamilton.’  The 
former  work  is  in  many  respects  remarkable ;  in  none  more  so 
than  in  the  patient  concentration  of  thought  necessary  to 
master  and  expound  the  excessively  abstract  system  which  has 
tasked  even  German  metaphysicians,  and  to  other  men  is 
mostly  a  sealed  book. 

Eegarding,  as  I  do,  the  chief  opinions  advocated  by  Mr.  Stir¬ 
ling,  and  the  method  he  follows,  with  profound  distrust,  I  am 
the  less  likely  to  be  biassed  in  my  estimate  of  the  power  he 
displays  in  advocating  them. 


G.  H.  LEWES. 
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VII. 

From  Edwakd  Vansittart  Neale,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Author  of  ‘  The 
Ancdogy  of  Thought  and  Nature’  etc.  ete. 

West  Wickham,  S.E.,  April  17,  1866. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  hear  of  there  being  any 
prospect  of  your  obtaining  a  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  at 
Glasgow.  For  the  phase  of  philosophical  thought  which  you 
have  devoted  yourself  to  study,  and  of  which,  as  your  pub¬ 
lished  works  upon  Hegel  and  Sir  W.  Hamilton  testify,  you 
have  obtained  a  complete  mastery,  perhaps  I  should  rather  say 
into  which  you  have  attained  a  profound  insight,  is  one  well 
deserving  the  serious  attention  of  thinkers  in  our  own  land, 
while  it  is  to  them  almost  a  terra:  incognita.  Even  Sir  W. 
Hamilton  scarcely  sailed  further  than  Kant.  And  Kant’s 
philosophy,  as  you  well  know,  is  only  the  pillars  of  Hercules 
to  the  great  ocean  of  thought  which  Eichte,  Schelling  and 
Hegel  have  explored, — the  inevitable  passage,  but  only  the 
beginning  of  the  route,  to  the  New  World.  You  will,  in  my 
judgment,  confer  a  great  boon  on  British  thought,  if  you  can 
persuade  it  that  there  is  in  this  New  World  a  great  deal  worth 
understanding,  and  make  it  intelligible  to  us ;  and  as  I  know 
no  one  better  qualified  for  this  task  than  yourself,  I  trust  that 
you  may.  obtain  the  Chair  which  would  enable  you  to  fill  the 
office  of  interpreter  with  some  prospect  of  being  attended  to. — 
Believe  me,  yours  very  truly, 

E.  VANSITTAET  NEALE. 

J.  H.  Stirling,  Esq. 


VIII. 

From  Alexander  William  Kinglake,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Author  of 
'  Eothen’  '  History  of  the  Invasion  of  the  Crimea’  etc.  etc. 

12,  St.  James’s  Place,  May  5,  1866. 
My  dear  Sir, — My  acquaintance  with  the  subjects  to  which 
you  have  devoted  your  attention  is  too  scanty  to  allow  of  my 
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venturing  to  proffer  an  opinion  founded  immediately  upon  my 
own  judgment ;  but  I  can  truly  say  tliat  I  believe  you  to  be 
eminently  qualified  to  fill  the  Chair  of  the  Professorship  for 
which  you  are  a  Candidate. 

I  feel  that  it  would  be  too  bold  in  me  to  offer  what  is  called 
a  ‘  Testimonial  ’  in  favour  of  one  so  highly  gifted  as  you  are, 
but  having  thus  guarded  myself  from  the  charge  of  presump¬ 
tion,  I  willingly  add,  that  (if  you  should  think  it  worth  while 
to  do  so)  you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  communicate  to  others  the 
contents  of  this  letter.  I  sincerely  trust  that  you  will  be 
elected. — I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

A.  W.  KINGLAKE. 

J.  H.  Stiklixg,  Esq. 


IX. 

From,  J.  S.  Blackte,  Professor  of  Greek  in  the  University 

of  Edinbnrglh. 

If  a  work  of  learning  and  originality  on  a  scientific  subject 
is  justly  esteemed  the  best  possible  certificate  for  an  Aca¬ 
demical  Chair,  it  Avill  be  difficult  to  find  in  Scotland  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  has  a  higher  claim  for  a  professorship  of  Moral 
Philosophy  than  Mr.  Stirling.  His  work  on  Hegel — of  which 
I  speak  not  from  hearsay,  but  from  personal  grappling  with  its 
pages — is  one  of  the  most  remarkable,  perhaps  the  most  re¬ 
markable  book  on  Speculative  Philosophy  that  has  been 
published  in  this  country  since  the  appearance  of  Sir  W.  Hamil¬ 
ton’s  massive  articles  in  the  Edinburgh  Review.  Mr.  Stirling’s 
two  volumes,  with  some  faults — faults,  however,  of  a  kind  of 
which  mediocrity  could  not  be  guilty — combine  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  power  of  abstract  thought  with  a  freshness,  raciness, 
vigour,  and  fervid  human  sympathy  only  too  rarely  exhibited 
in  the  works  of  Metaphysicians.  Of  his  originality  as  a  Scottish 
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thinker,  no  person  who  reads  a  chapter  of  his  hook  can  enter¬ 
tain  the  slightest  doubt.  The  thoroughness  of  his  acquaintance 
with  the  great  s^Deculative  movement  of  the  last  half  century 
in  Germany — an  acquaintance  now  indispensable  to  every  man 
who  would  worthily  discharge  the  duties  of  a  teacher  of  Mental 
Philosophy  in  any  European  University, — is  equally  manifest. 
But  what  I  relish  most  in  his  book,  is  the  grand  spirit  of  philo¬ 
sophical  piety  with  which,  in  the  concluding  chapter,  he  swoops 
down  upon  some  of  the  more  prominent  selfish  and  materialistic 
theories,  which  are  a  blot  on  the  intellectual  character  of  the 
present  age.  Teaching  so  inspired  could  not  fail  to  make  itself 
powerfully  felt  in  the  halls  of  a  Scottish  University ;  and  there 
cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  philosophy  of  Hegel, 
divested  of  its  logical  machinery,  and  taken  mainly  in  its  spirit 
and  in  its  outcome,  will,  when  expounded  by  such  a  fervid 
Christian  theist  as  Mr.  Stirling,  prove,  like  that  of  Plato,  the 
strongest  ally  of  religion  and  morality  in  the  great  sceptical 
struggle  in  which,  as  all  signs  seem  to  indicate,  we  are  already 
seriously  involved.  With  these  views,  I  should  esteem  any 
University  only  too  happy  if  it  should  be  able  to  secure  the 
services  of  such  a  moral  teacher  as  Mr.  Stirling. 

JOHH  S.  BLACKIE. 

College,  Edinburgh,  ^th  May,  1866. 


COLLEGE  CEETIFICATES. 

HUMANITY. 

I  HEREBY  certify  that  Mr.  James  H.  Stirling  was  enrolled  a 
student  in  the  Senior  Humanity  Class  in  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  Session  1833-34,  and  in  the  Senior  Class  the  year 
following ;  that  he  attended  with  perfect  regularity,  each  Ses¬ 
sion,  from  the  commencement  to  the  termination  of  the  Course  ; 
that  he  was  examined  not  fewer  than  thirty  times  in  the  course 
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of  these  Sessions,  and  acquitted  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
merit  my  warmest  approbation ;  that  he  performed  with  care 
and  success  the  various  exercises  prescribed  ;  that  his  behaviour 
in  the  class  was  perfectly  decorous  ;  and  that  his  general  con¬ 
duct,  in  so  far  as  known  to  me,  was  unexceptionable. 

WILLIAM  KAMSAY. 

Glasgow  College,  February  21,  1842. 

I  am  happy  to  add  that,  at  the  close  of  his  second  Session,  a 
very  honourable  prize  was  awmrded  to  Mr.  Stirling  by  the  votes 
of  his  fellow- students. 

G  E  E  E  K. 

[No  certificate,  unfortunately,  in  consequence  of  the  prema¬ 
ture  death  of  Sir  Daniel  Sandford,  but  three  certified  tickets  of 
attendance.  Sessions  1834  5,  1835-6,  and  1836-7,  all  signed 
D.  K.  Sandford.] 


MATHEMATICS. 

Glasgow  College,  Febi'uary  24,  1842. 

Mr.  James  H.  Stirling  attended  the  Junior  Mathematical 
Class  in  this  University  during  the  Session  of  1835-6,  and  the 
Senior  Class  during  the  Session  of  1837-8.  His  attendance 
was  perfectly  regular,  his  attention  to  the  various  duties  of 
both  classes  unremitting,  and  his  conduct  exemplary.  He  made 
great  proficiency  in  his  studies ;  and  he  impressed  me  with 
a  most  favourable  opinion  of  his  abilities,  his  steadiness,  and  his 
moral  character. 

JAMES  THOMSON, 

Prof,  of  Mathematics. 

LOGIC. 

Mr.  James  H.  Stirling  attended  the  Logic  Class  in  this  Uni¬ 
versity  as  a  public  student  during  Session  of  College  1836-7. 
He  was  a  most  regular,  diligent,  and  successful  student,  and 
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distinguished  himself  in  the  various  exercises  of  the  Course  in 
so  marked  a  manner  as  to  have  had  one  of  the  class-honours 
of  his  year  deservedly  adjudged  to  him.  It  consists  with  my 
knowledge  that  Mr.  Stirling  continued  to  maintain  the  same 
honourable  position  in  other  and  more  advanced  departments 
of  our  College  curriculum,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  certifying 
that  I  regard  him  as  a  young  man  of  excellent  talents  and 
promise. 

EOBEET  BUCHANAN. 

Glasgow  College,  February  21,  1842. 


MOEAL  PHILOSOPHY 

Glasgow  College,  February  22,  1842. 

Me.  James  Hutchison  Stieling  was  enrolled  as  a  student  of 
Moral  Philosophy  during  the  Session  1837-8.  He  was  regular 
in  his  attendance,  and  exemplary  in  his  behaviour,  and  applied 
himself  with  great  ability  and  success  to  the  business  of  the 
Class, — so  much  so,  indeed,  that,  by  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow- 
students,  he  received  one  of  the  highest  prizes^  for  general 
eminence  throughout  the  Session.  He  is  a  young  gentleman  of 
excellent  talents,  and  in  any  intercourse  which  I  have  had  with 
him,  his  manners  have  always  appeared  to  me  amiable  and 
unassuming.  In  so  far  as  I  know,  he  is  well  deserving  of  the 
kindness  and  encouragement  of  all  who  may  have  it  in  their 
power  to  promote  his  views  in  life ;  and  it  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  hear  of  his  happiness  and  success. 

WILLIAM  FLEMING, 

Professor  of  Moral  FMlosoiFiy. 

The  highest  of  my  division. 


